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ordinary mortals, but neither were they to his taste.
He wished to live in magnificent palaces, to be sur-
rounded by numerous retainers, to be addressed
with fitting deference. Sitting In his palace In
princely state, clothed In the red robes of his office,
he was an imposing spectacle, and such he loved to
be. The taste for display Is often the mark of a
weak mind, yet both Chatham and Richelieu were
fond of it, and no one would question their great-
ness.

If the Cardinal attached to outward trappings
somewhat more weight than they deserved, this was
not a matter of great importance. His implacabil-
ity, what his enemies called his bloody-mindedness,
has been regarded as a more serious defect In his
character. He was indeed a cold man, unwavering
In his animosities and merciless in punishment; his
charities were few and far between, he was not
tender-hearted, and it Is doubtful If he was greatly
disturbed either by individual suffering or by general
conditions of distress. In this he resembled most
other men. There are few, indeed, like St. Francis
de Sales, who devote their lives to increasing the
happiness of others and to lessening the burden of
human woe.

By his profession, Richelieu was largely cut off
from family ties. He lived in an arena of political
intrigue. He was absorbed in his ambition; he be-
lieved that his enemies were the enemies of. the
State, and so they were; he was disturbed by no
compunction when he visited upon them the sever-
est penalties for their misdeeds. The people thoughted before him, but at the age of
